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'I Am Today's Filipino' Premieres During Fil Am History Month

Ambitious Photo and Video Exhibit Closes LA Area Fil Am Centennial Calendar

(Los Angeles - Oct. 18) 'I Am Today's Filipino,' an ambitious visual  exhibit funded in part by The Smithsonian Institution and supported fully by the Los Angeles Filipino American Centennial Commemoration Committee in  cooperation with the Philippine Consulate General, will make its  much-anticipated premiere October 28 and 29 at the Farmani Gallery, 844 South Robertson Boulevard in Beverly Hills.

The exhibit, the first of its kind, large scale photographic and video documentation of the Filipino American experience in Southern California, is the product of two Filipino American artists, Celina Taganas-Duffy from Los Angeles and Ray Carbullido from Honolulu.

A special VIP Reception takes place 6-9 PM Saturday, October 28 at the Farmani Gallery, one of the leading galleries of contemporary photography in Los Angeles. Tickets are $40 presale, $50 at the door and will feature the artists as well as numerous subjects from the exhibit. The Family Day celebration and opening, 12-3 PM the following day is free and open to the public.

The artists plan on a traveling exhibit of the works through January 2007.

Documenting the numerous stories of one hundred, present-day Filipino Americans from various walks of life as homage,  'I Am Today's Filipino' marks the culminating event in the year-long calendar of the LA/Southern California Filipino American Centennial Commemoration Committee, joining similar such celebrations throughout the nation, one-hundred years after the first significant wave of Filipino immigration to the United States in 1906.

Providing an intimate glimpse into the individual lives and experiences that reflect the collective story of the modern Filipino community in Southern California, the exhibit preserves a moment in the current history of Filipinos in America and encourages a greater awareness of the many contributions that Filipinos have made and continue to make to American life.
   
'I Am Today's Filipino' recognizes and preserves the stories of individuals from all walks of life with diverse occupations, age groups, educational backgrounds, and geographical areas within Southern California - home to over a million residents of Filipino descent - who remain connected through a shared heritage and a common set of values and traditions. 

Among the one-hundred documented Filipinos for this exhibit include: Helen Brown, founder of the Filipino American Library and recognized as the first Filipino graduate of  UCLA, Casimiro Urbano Tolentino, Administrative Law Judge, State of California and LA Fire Commissioner, Ronald Rubio, Director for King of the Hill, Allen Pineda Lindo (Apl.de.Ap), member of the the Grammy Award winning Black Eyed Peas, Theresa May De Vera, Commissioner of the  Commission on Disability, Dante Basco, actor, Faustino 'Peping' Baclig, War Veteran and Bataan Death March Survivor, Sal Malaki,  acclaimed opera singer for the LA Opera and LA Master Chorale, Scott Cabunoc, LA City Firefighter, Maria Quiban, Broadcast  Meteorologist/Anchor, MY13 News & FOX 11 News Los Angeles,  Melissa Magsaysay, West Coast Market Editor for Women's Wear Daily,  Cat Jimenez, Photographer and Producer, The Lucie Awards, David  Maquiling, Filmmaker, Writer, Director and College Professor, Lou  Lazatin, President of St. Joseph's Hospital in Santa Monica, Christopher Ricketts, Filipino Martial Arts Master and Chief Instructor for Bakbakan International and Kali Ilustrisimo, Karen Pagtama, Associate Producer, Top Chef and Project Runway, Michael Paulo,  internationally recognized saxophonist, and Evin Marte Davis, an  eleven-year old golfer credited with three holes-in-one.

'I Am Today's Filipino,' is a product of a partnership with the Smithsonian Institute's Asian Pacific American Program and is supported by ABS-CBN/The Filipino Channel, Washington Mutual, Wells Fargo Bank, Southern California Edison, and Panasonic. 

For more information on 'I Am Today's Filipino,' please visit http://www.iamtodaysfilipino.com or call (323) 857-5337.
